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THE BITTEIl bESSOX OF THI5 FI.OOD.
Will the men who have voted to

squander millions on pensions and
..pork barrel" appropriations for use-

less and extravagant l£fnl Improve-
ments. and refused to vote money for
river protection pront by the bitter
lesson of the flood? Will tho people
who blindly clamored for new post-
office buildings learn of their own

folly? "What good now do the million*
of dollars spent in Ohio nnd Indiana
on futile buildings avail the people
whose lives have been lost, or those
who wait stripped and bereft of

friends and family, for the subsidence
of the waters that might have been }
stored or guided safely through pro¬
tected channels to the sea? Can human
beings never learn save under the ter- j
rible lash of calamity?
The Ironical value of vast catastro¬

phes lies In their lesson* for the fu-
ture. The sinking of the Titanic, not!
yet a year aeo, has mnde ocean .travel
safer for all time. It may be that
nothing short of the present lesson
would teach a blind generation to build
dikes nnd reservoirs and safeguard
lifo and property against the torrents
that may each year assail th« land.
For years oncine-er.s have been like
men crying in a desert their warnings
of Just etich an Inundation. It is not fate;
!t is not accident: It is not necessity
.Mat has fallen upon us. Tho trial was
certain to cnmc, and yet we spent
money recklessly, or dribbled Jt out
as a local favor, and nothing was

done. Now, not $103,000,000 will pay
for the loss, and nothing in all the
world console for the deaths of the
past days.

<~>nce In so mnny years the spring
rains are going to cause floods like
til;?. It merely depends on whether
the river systems are simultaneously
swollen. Every year certain regions

i< inundated. This y. :r th>< waters
Ruin !c the harvest In this me

week we have paid emuish to have
made these riv "s fafe for all time.
Unless we do make them safe, each

may bring its own devastation.
..f the country can send

and sympathy to help the pres-
\ "Ims, but bolter than this the

st f t!;-» country can join with the
.ri ken State.'-- ami demand that their
prescntnt iv,« at once take such steps

as will forever protect. our Inland
. ?.s f; ¦>::.. flood" This will be no-

h* r w vk than that of pitiful salvage
Upon tl fw <" «npressmr:» and Senators
and Governors of the Middle "West

-ts the grave duty <;f providing
ag;.ir.st the future. Th< present dis¬
aster '.a but a hint of what can hap¬
pen tf the Mississippi Valley. If a
general downpour nlontr all the tribu¬
taries of the Father of Waters should
o cur. and the flood crests foindde, a
hundred thousand lives might be lost
and billions$t\ m«ney sacrificed.
"What a: - we going to do? Shall local

contractors and small politician^ and
«lty rinp>- and State machines hold high
carnival on the people's funds, and
th"n wail like fools 'n the nicht of the
people's terror* We have the money,
.v. hav» rLe hra-lns, we have the eour-
acf ?.nd vision to ham*-** the streams
for use ar.d not destruction. In«t< ad
we have played lik* children with Ave.
wasted our patrimony <>n th< selfish
few, and In sackcloth and asV.es we

repej.t when nature exacts h'r stern
tribute in th<- nam# of the national
r..g: aft"

PA \ AM l AI'Ol.llfipiTS.
To a t number of ti!f. Outlook

.lusllo- Hamn I Seabury, of tji»- Su¬
preme c »urt of the State of New V.-rk
contributes "an apology" f11 |\',n
riiim Canal act. which the I.ond'M
tator decorously, but none, the !.
mercilessly riddles.

l-'or th« most part Justice Seabury
; e-rnarshrtls the s-.-me old an-unvnts
i f the rather apologists?. monotony Ve¬
in tr oni>' rellev- d by variants in th"
.natter ' style and inc.i '.'My in
._:nir ti. . s T1 . u. it 1: i >:«.»-«-fi ,j..
necessii t<. f" "ow In detail his rea¬
soning <>r 1 ? :-;.ei tator's replies <. jt

Th"r< ."wevi?r, one assertion <>f
,Tu ti« .. S- aiitir- which, together
with our .< >, .-onteinporary s r<--
tnrr, v.i- . f'.'i,. ar directing spe¬
cial a*t< [i| rn:n?r.. n11 np upon
in the ;:.<!, . .).. vuth of his¬
tory. Just S".: >ury aflirms that 'the
adoption of th' American ru al policy
i^ in accord wltli the 1 st tradltloi,.-- <>f
the United St ¦ pee;:.tor's
re. ponse to iha*. ' i. rl< ii.twith
the addition, "but wlnt Is. m.;ch
more In accord with th* b. st ti.;
tions of the United Htat<-: Is a poiiev
of hlgh-mindedness and irit< urlty
which the breath of suspicion ean nev.-.-
tarnish." We Indorse mr>st l.f pvtilv,
unequivocally and unreservedly tli<
addition.

But we dlKsent frr>m and protest
against the assenting words, "no
doubt," of our contemporary, a<= mis¬
leading, and Implying an American
policy in regard to an' intero' can
<%anal, which is repupnnnt to factij and
the record. As we have shown In pre-
'vloun discussion of this subject. 1 he
principle of neutralization.equality

for all nations.as embodied In tho
llay-Pauncefoto treaty, was laid
down by Mr. Clay when Sccrotary of
Statu, In tho first American otUcial
¦dollvcranco touching a trans-isthmus
commercial waterway.
Tho principlo was Iterated and re-

iterated, moreover, several times prior
to the conclusion of the Clayton-
Bulwer treaty. Nor Is that all. An
American minister to Nicaragua, who

negotiated un agreement with that
Central American State, which vio¬
lated tho principle, was recalled and
this agreement was denounced by this
government.
The best traditions of American

canal policy, as written into tho record
<>f olticial utterances and commitment,
square absolutely with a policy of

"high-mindedness and integrity "which
the breath of suspicion can never
tarnish." Than that nothing is clean
in our history and thus uro all the
apologists for the Panama Canal act
double confounded.
Thus do consistency and morals

leave us no way out with honor; no

escape from flagrantly and shameless¬
ly repudiating the best traditions of
the nation, save through repeal of the
obnoxious and self-stulifying legisla¬
tion. Not to take that way bespeaks
a national conscience completely
seared by greed.

ANNEXATION FKOIU.KUS.
Richmond must annex more terri¬

tory. As far ns The Times-Dispatch
can discover, no one attempts to deny
this necessity. Even those who would
prefer to be outside the city admit the
inevitable growth around them, and
consequent consolidation. F.ut cert.tin
objections have been raised, both by
citizens and suburbanites, and it is not
unwise to consider these divergent
views.
One argument, not against annexa¬

tion, but in favor of a provisional an¬

nexation, Is that many small house¬
holders In the suburbs have bought
homes in semi-rural communities for
the sake of open county, fresh air. play
space and freedom for their children,
and in general to enjoy the pleasures
of suburban country life. They hate
to see the city encroaching upon their
peace and quiet, and fear that the in¬
creased burden of taxes will interfere
with their prosperity.

"We can readily understand this point
of view*. Wo think the motive is sound
and sensible. To have plenty of trees,
a bit of garden, winding roads and a
view of tho sunset, are admirable
things for a city of homes. There is
no reason why the word city should
suggest cramped rows of houses, on

rectangular streets, and too close for
privacy or good ventilation. It should
not lie the ideal of Richmond to grow
so as to blot out this tine typo of resi¬
dential life, but to foster it and increase
the number of those who enjoy it. We
trust that 110 plan will ever be adopted
that will make, for a less spacious and
comfortable home life among families,
of moderate means. Let us guarantee
MH-h pleasant districts tho preserva¬
tion as far as possible of their admir¬
able characteristics. Even tho taxes
might in some way be adjusted to help
householders. Richmond does not want
brute sir.e or cramped formality of de¬
sign It wants room and happiness
for its people.
All the other objections centre around

what the city has not done for itself,
for the previously annexed territory,
and may not do for further additions.
These may be dismissed in. a lump. No
legitimate improvement ''or the city
has ever been hindered because it has
grown. No citizen can oppo.se annex¬
ation because it will keep the city from
developing its present territory. It is
developing all its area as fast as any
sane man could expect. No city in the
country is doirog more. It will Im¬
prove just as fast as the people want
to pay for the improvements.

1'etty complaints that the territory
last annexed has not been completely
tcmadc in tlve years is unreasonable.
There is not a single foot of ground
or a single family now in Richmond
tl.at has not been helped by annexa¬
tion. "Without tho city these people-
would not have the advantage they
have been given wjthin the city. ! t"
they have not been givenevcrythinp.it.
is .simply because to build takes time,
and . "tiditions here have not allowed
immediate improvement.
That tho suburbs have no doubt of

the advantages is plain from th"ii
unanimous plea for annexation. They
have faith in the city and its future
and will inevitably r«..p great benefit:*
by annexation. Growth is not instan¬
taneous, complete and absolutd;. l-.

la r. Ii.it growth Is inevitable and
will In the end benefit both city and
suburbs This is the cardinal fact
bout annexation.

1 nr. m mi, >\\ 1 m>i,i-:k.s» ijak\i>t.
I'niy-two million dollars approxi-

tt he sum la ken from
P< 1.1' the ]> 1 (. hist year by

'h« w. .. wh'p 11 se the mails to
delr.-ud t ¦: Such is the estimate
of the p'-st 1 auth 1 Ho a.

It is ii 1. ti. t the . ..lculation Is
e|v.i-,% 1 Wr.ib many of the h rge

fraud operators have been brought to
time, doubtb-.y mat; of tho smaller
Kent!;.- J.: \ ».....«. scot-free. Considei
even at that v.} t the a i.-u legate might
have lien jf t. « -,:et-rich quick men
wei't tree fjoin !"<.«:.-ijt] surveillance and
illtei fej'i-n.'f. 1 a I. inf.' ; * 1 fa "to: * J nto
ii'.ojunt, it .« a jv.jitter for grati'.'uration
that the pi> I'li-gs of '.hi mail grafters
should have be.n l.e,,t down to
.000,OOQ. In 1M1 tho total was almost
,r'.° »"'r ceiu higher, n< _ to over
170,000,001). I.A: t vc: the r.ist-Ofltloe
'Department inv st

4,000 eases bearing «.n f;audulent
schemes, making arrests and ob¬
taining 2f,3 convictions. Many othe-r
<.-sea at ft still pending

Tiie most discouragi; Ja« tor it! tic
ftatid crusade of the department. :
cotdili.; to JtS flc.'la: at.'Mti, It,,
leniency manifested by the courts t
ward Miis class of offenders llowevci
that may be, the courts hav- jt ...,

proportion of casetj co-operated off,,
lively with the department in d,.>u< v

litis swindling bchentcb and m d,:<

coui aging others from entering upon
this shady work,

SOITIIICItN IMtOSPK.It l'rv MMIIIBlt
OK TUB CODUIK11-.IOUUXAL..

Just to show there is no hard feel¬
ing, "Marso llonry" Wattoison lias
gotten out a "Southern Prosperity
N'umbor" of tho Louisville Courier-
Journal that tells the wonderful story
of Kentucky and the South in boauti-
ful words and pictures. As a news¬

paper feat it is a triumph; as a proof
of what we are doing in tho new South
It is convincing. The Times-Dispatch
congratulates tho old master of thu
craft, and the publishers and staff that
can produce "such iiu argument for pros¬
perity. The papers of tho South are
doing yeoman service for their com¬

munities, and each rejoices In the suc¬
cess of every member of the profes¬
sion; No journal is doing more than
Louisville's historic sheet, and we are

proud to labor In the same Held and
for tho same splendid purposes as does
what we may call in all sincerity, "our
esteemed contemporary."

J his issue of tho Courier-Journal is
just as fine as anything: the whole
country can produce. In size and appear-
anee it is concrete evidonco of tho

j South'* prosperity and ability, it con¬

sists of sixteen sections of twelve
pages each, in all, 19U pages of eight
columns. It weighs four pounds, and
is thought ty bo tho biggest paper
0\ or published in tho country as a

regular issue on a business day. It
is illustrated in half-tones and colors,
and announces proudly that all the
editorial and mechanical work was
done by the regular staff of the paper.
Wo mention these facts just to show
what the South can do.
Tho Courier-Journal has noble tra¬

ditions. From the old Journal It In-
lierited tho tradition of Prentice, and
since it has established tho tradition
of Watterson. It is forty-five years
old, and living proof of what tho
South has labored for since tho war

Xot idly does it breathe forth from
these paces renewed faith In tho
South and her destiny. Its eloquent
editor writes: "The South is leaving
the 'low-vaulted past.' It Is moving
forward day by day to bigger and
better t hints."
We are glad to learn of how splcn-

did is the commercial and social pros-
perlty of Lousville and Kentucky.
They are part of our family. They
are blood of our blood. What they
rightly b.nst of |s also being achieved
by the sisters from Texas to Florida,
'from New Orleans to Richmond. The
papers f the South are proud, with
tho humilit} of service, to share in all
that hus, and will, make the South
glorious.

orit citA\<;t.\rj ijkvma.
Perhaps no clearer proof of the value

"f the drama as a means of education
has ever been given than the presen¬
tation. tinder tho auspices of a medical
so< ioty, i>i Hrbux's terrible play warn¬

ing against the effects of Inherited dis-
'ease. Certainly 110 broader evidence
of its influence would be needed than
the nightly gathering of millions In
moving picture theatres ro seo brief
cross-sections of life ena-ted before
their eyes. I-or those who recognize
the tremendous potency of drama as

.in upbuildei and molder of morals and
ideals, it is encouraging to noto the
trend of modern theatrical history.

In a nut: hell, we arc seeking better
plajs and fewer of them, and we are

demanding a finer grade of a< ting and
stage setting for those wo accept. With
this improvement in quality is an ox-
ten: of the : ndionce for good plays
I*,, the movement to reproduce the orig¬
in nl production both In scenic effect and
speech by the combined moving and
speaking pictures.

A ot the first movement is the
offer by Wintlirop Ames, once director
of ho New Theatre. In New York, and
1 "w 1' 'Piieinr and manager of tho
I-'ttle i'heatre, of a prize of J 10.000
for t'.,e be; t drama submitted by Sep-
t.mber of this year. We do not be¬
lieve in tbe hot'eonse and artificial eul- i
ture or the drama, but this recognition
o: t!.<. v.;hie of good plays to the com¬

munity and the stimulus that an as¬

sured offer will certainly give to our

native playwiights cannot fail to make
. finer fit ma tic. work. Tiie prize
play may not be great, but tiie inspi¬
rit on i.f such recognition will be ie-

fleet, d in all our theatrical life.
ili.it ti.e j:: * a t producing managers

are turning to the photoplay is indi¬
cated by iho announcement that lvlaw
.V Mr!., tiger, with Chillies Krohman.
conteiaplnte entering tho business on

la scale, witii a studio especially
1 1,1 Hie .! :. Of .selected companies.
they v. ill release two important films

u I etcr I '.in w ii 1 be among
the tii:.i, and there are already sixty-
i 51 '' prepared for pictuiing. These
v. .11 be admit :. id., staged and acteil by
artists of the 11 r^t rank and produced !
in th« at res throughout too country,
heretofore devoted t«. reguli.r drama.' j

Tiie intlueu e of t i. at plays, old and
i ew, pt« : itcd to the millions <>f ph:-
ture show g.»ers must be broad and
deep The plays will bo better; the!
actors will be those who survive stri, t
t« ts, and the art of tho theatre will

iU' f'le\ a ted by becoming once nioro
of the people. j

I*ashion:> itavo no attraction for the
President, except, perhaps. t lie new
fashion in Presidents.

It wav about time to get a new
Weather Chief

Croat natural disasters make war
an abhor; e.it and pitiful thing.

From Ashland to Petersburg would
make a nice < ;!y.

The little buds and flowers must
think this Is a queer world they are
coming into for spting.

Tito way to Interest the voters in
oilng is to give them »lie right sort

vt men and measures to vote for

J his time, of year everybody seems
to have tho hookworm. At any rate,
I ho hook and worm.

Why cannot wme of tho. Richmond
'Colts Play big league ball for ua?

On the Spur of the
Moment

By Roy K. Moulton
Conversation.

When you hour a feller tellln' what
lie's goin' to do somo dny,And disclosing what ho has done In
a braggin' sort of way.Just make up your mind to one thing,it is always true, 1 vow.

You kin bet your bottom dollar he
aint doin much right now.

When you hear a feller braggin on
his honesty and sich:

When ho says if he'd boon crooked
ho would certainly be rich;When ho blows about the chnncoB he
has had to beat his pards,(Just make out that you believe him,but don't fall to cut the cards.

When you hear a feller spoutin' on
the way ho runs his house.When he says it is dead easy for to
regulate his spouse.

When ho tells you that he's boss you
make up your mind for cert

It's his wife that wears tho trousers,
and it's him that wears the skirt.

When you hear a feller tellin' how to
run the government,

When he thinks it is his duty to cor¬
rect tho President.

You kin listen quite respectful, but
make up your mind offhand

That ho hasn't gr t tho gumption for
to run a peanut stand.

From the lllekey ville Clarion.
Mrs. Anson Frlsby, the leader of our

smart set, says the people of this
man's town ain't got no polish, but
Mrs. Frisby is laboring under a mis¬apprehension. as William Tibbitts, our
popular groeerynian, got in three
dozen boxes last week.
When they pass the hat at the meet-

in' house the droppin' of the coin
makes as much noise as a snow storm.
Old Man Hicks has got a new Job
stoppin' up a rat hole in the floor of
Tihbitts's grocery with his wooden| leg. This Job is only temporary, how-
over, as Mr. Tibbitts is only waitln'
till he sells a can of oysters, when he
expects to stop up the hole with a
piece of tin. Mr. Bud Hicks is no bet¬
ter at this writln' He stolo three cord
of wood and a monkey wrench from
Grandpa Bibbins this week.
The new trimmer at Miss AmyPringle's millinery emporium expects

to pro on tho stage soon and marry
some steel magnate or other. She
says there is more fun trimmin' mil-ilionaires than trimmin' hats. I see In
the papers where a feller in Bamboo,
Wis., dropped dead whljo gittin 011 a
train. By jing, the penplo in our vicin¬
ity dies of old age waitln* for a train
to come along. No funerals lately.The financial stringency makes folks
work so hard to make a livln' tii.it

j they don't have time to die. Foldin'
chairs for funerals, dances and other
social functions for rent, inquire of
Amos Butts; also livery, feed and sales
stables.

William Tibbitts say he hates to
pay his taxes, as a noted astrologer
says the world is comin' to an end
early this year, ami lie don't like to
waste money. When Tibbitts shavesho cuts down expenses by latherln'
himself with the end of his whiskers.
Bud Hicks ain't seen much of the
world. lie figgered it up that lie has
spent fourteen years in jail and twen¬
ty-one years waitin' in barber shopsto k<-i shaved. Anse Biggins is so
red-headed that William Tibbitts won't
let him sit anywhere near the gaso¬line ea 11 in the grocery.
Miss Kuphemia Mudge, our poetessof passion, has resigned her position

as second cook at the Hotel Hickey-ville to accept n lucrative position as
society editor of tills paper if she can
get it, which is rather skeptical atthis writing. I'nele Kxra Burkina gothis l'eruna recommendations in the
paper last week, and is making quite
a success as an author. He says the
path to literary fame is pretty mid-dlin' uncertain, but it is mighty pleas¬
ant when yon reach the top. lie hopesto have a Swamp Boot recommend ac¬cepted by the Muckrake Magazine inthe lieai future.

William Tibbitts, our groeerynian,lias lined tin' inside of his coal stovewith tar paper to keep the cold out.I'nele ICzra I lark ins says the snow wasknee deep last winter, and HankTunims says I'm lo Kara is a liar, andthat the snow wasn't deep. Theymight have been right, because the
question would depend considerable onhow tall a feller was.

The Precedent Smasher
President "Wilson has so far brokenthe following precedents:
"First.t*ame< the downfall of theinaugural ball,'with its money chang¬ers turkey trots.
.'Second-- The favorite barber. Pres¬ident Wilson shaves himself.
"Third- <The 'blow that killed fath¬er"!. The antiquated custom of parad¬ing oflico-scokers at the White House..\«> pie-hunters are admitted tyitil sentfor.
"Fourth.The President is going to

run the government. Politicians maymake suggestions, but need not expect
to see them carried out unless, per¬haps, they coincide with tho White
House v iew s.
"Fifth The President goes to church

to worship, not to he seen. Crowds
may gather about the President's
church door, but if ho sees them first
they will not see him.
"Sixth.The gold braid and lace busi¬

ness has been eliminated; Major
Bhoades, military aide, inherited from
President Taft, dresses liko an ordi¬
nary citizen when he goes out with
the President.
"Seventh.The khaki-clothed motor¬

cycle policemen who used to follow tho
White House autoim*-'>ile have been
iven other employment; the President

rides without bicycle escorts.
"Kiglith- The ancient custom of

draping tiie President's box lit the
theatre and playing the national an-

Abe Martin

trar.v. A party o' hunters reported t'
Constable New Plum t'day that It had
suddenly come upon a feller wearin'

1 pulse warmers. At first th' feller
seemed bewildered, an' then he seemed
f warm up an' started toward *em,
whereupon th' hunters withdrew in

I all haste.
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How wjil You tV

HAVP tA\ COOKED
£VERN TH»Nq
^ESM! on
IxtBlLV ,

hello MEW
WHATS Cooo
To OAS ? J

i Better bring
AU Some

3 EGQS OlsE FRIED ON The Top
OHC FRlED ON THE BOTTOM A.NO Tfcj£
OTHER FRIED <n the MIDDLE f ^

SAT WHAT DID
YOU ORDER.

ORDERED
HA5>4 J(HELP IT?,

ITSTHE.WM4£Opeu)fcfp£

them when the President arrives has
been put itjI«> the discard.

"XI n tli.Old "i t is raid' has disap¬
peared from the White Mouse news and
instead it appears 'the President said'
"Tenth.'That was mi id in a Cabinet

meeting and cannot he made public'is of the past; %wh:it transpires at a
Cabinet meeting is public properly.
"Kleventh.The bi-weekly Cabinet

meetings are under the ban. The t'ab-
inet will meet when there is something'
to he done.
"Twelfth.Promiscuous use of the

'executive order' i,.:» been stopped.
Miss Salome Tarr, barred by ihe civil
service regulations from the White
House stenographer's corps. could
have koih! in by special appointment
of the President, but the President re¬
fused to exercise the power in her be¬
half.
"Thirteenth.President Wilson rests

the seventh day. He puts the bars
of the While House up Saturday night
at 1L' o'clock and lets them stay up
until Monday.
"Fourteenth.Cold suppers are to be

the rule at the White Mouse Sundayevening; the old Presbyterian rule will
prevail.
"Fifteenth.The President declined

an invitation to the Chevy t Hia.se <"iul>.
"Sixteenth.John Barleycorn and all

other sorts of intoxicating drinks have
been tabooed at the White House.".
Oh ieago ftecord . Hera Id.

Keep Tub on the Country llusliirafi.
The citizens and taxpayers of this

county would do well to read the
county expense statement in this issue,
or, still better, cut it <»ut and keep it;
we are spending lots more money than
we used to, and only by keeping in
touch with what is going <>n can you
have an idea of the magnitude of our
present county household affairs..
Lawrenceville Times.

Hyacinths In Miiiimmhhk.
Hyacinths blooming in January and

their plants beginning to show signs
of life are sights which may well cause
the oldest inhabitants of Manassas to
search deep into their memory before
they discover anything more remark¬
able. About twenty-two or twenty-
three years ago the winter was about
as mild as this, but not since till now..
[Manassas Journal.

('umberInii(I'm President.
A distinguished T>. I >. anV I' I<. D.

of the State of Keniuck.vl. but a native
of Cumberland, has contributed to the
controversy which has been ivafted *<e-
Itween Staunton and Cumberland ate to
the. birthplace of Woodrovv Wilson, tes¬
tifying to the fact that the eldest sis¬
ter of Air. Wilson was born at "High
Hill,'' the home of the late Dr. W. S.
-.Morton, during his day the leading
citizen of the c Mnty, and this being
so, Cumberland will proceed to claim
that all of the Wilson children were
born there. Now just let Staunton get
red in the face, and rant and roar..
Farm vi lie Correspondent, James River
Clarion.

Too l.ovely for Anything.
The Richmond Times-Dispatch has

sent us passes 10 all departments of its
big building, for which we return
thanks, but, dear Brother, we thought
that our good looks and winning ways
would pass us anywhere without hav-
ing any card whatever, and now we
see that such Is not the ,:ase, and we
ought never to have taken up such an
idea..Orange Observer.

Voice of the People
Mercy for the Aliens.

To the Editor of The TImes-Dispatc'n:
Sir,.Will you kindly allow me to

say a few words on the other sids
while so many «re commending O-ov-
ernor Mann for his refusal to Inter-

PUT THISLABEL ON "YOUR GOODS
Telophon e

MADISON 80S
and a9k

CHAMBER
OF

COMMERCE

fere In the <loath sentence of Floyd
nixl iSwanson Allen. 1 have no
criticism whatever as to the (iovcrnor's
way of at the Bcenes and inci¬
dents leading '<ip to 'ho |Hiiisvllle
tra,;edy, but i would Ilk#* to off -r to
the con(li,inn'>'l men. as they sit In the
very shadow of the death chair; a
mall crumb of comfort in saying that
:i large majority of the people "ri 'his
Hide of the border fully expected
Governor .Mann to commute tho death
sentence to Imprisonment. d why?
The Hillsvill® tragedy wa.v J':st one

offense, j.ist as the battle of < J>. 11. --

burs was odd battle. Claude Alien
wis placed on trial for participation
nn'l found guilty of murder in th«
second degree, and his term of im¬
prisonment was !i.\ "d tt fifteen years
in State's prison. Consequently, when
he was tried a second time he was
tw 1 c.. placed in Jeopardy for the same
offense.
The State failed lit the first trial

to estabiish premeditation and deliber¬
ation, and there was surely doubt as
to conspiracy. Consequently, when all
of the participants, with the exception
of these two, one sentenced to State's
prison, why not these as well?
No one attempts to Justify or ex¬

cuse any member of the Allen clan,
but it does appear that the tragedy
was the result of sudden passion, and
that they were ail equally guilty and
Rhould all go to State's prison to-
get her.
"Vengeance is mine. j will repay."

saith the Lord. Christ's mission into
the world was to seek and to save
the lost. lie did not bring t" man¬
kind a gospel of "an eye for an eye."
but a message of love and charity. He
said to the women; "Go and sin no
more." In this glad Easter-tide should
not all ask what would Christ do were
He on earth?
Extending clemency to these poor,

sinful men. in the way of commuta¬
tion, would not be a violation of the
oath and obligations of the Cni«-*f
Executive to the people of Virginia,
for
"Mercy is not strained;
It droppetli as the gentle rain from

heaven."
Governor Mann could make no mis¬

take by placing these men in State's
prisVm, where they would have time
and opportunity to repent and to save!
their souls. 1 think this would meet
all the demands of Justice, and it Is |certainly more humane. These men. in
the beat of passion and without time
for reflection, shot and killed several

| good men. The electrocution of 1-Moydand Claude Allen does not right the
wrong, nor can it call to 'Ife again

who were slain. Then, v, ii>. :i-.
lawful killing: of two human belng^«h'li a IIfo sentence Is severe onougliSf
to satisfy every demand of just ire'.'

D hi STAI N BACK.
Weldon, S*. C.

The Allen*' I.nM JuiIrp.
Tu th»- KdiSor «>f The T)mes-1 ii*.patch: r

.Sr.- J feel in this last hour, com-J
pa:atlv<-ly sptvtkingi of th* Aliens'
<1 that I cannot restrain myself frontijcriticism, though it may \jr- too lat^jft" help nave them from the awful,',
death in the electric chair.
Why Governor .Mann docs not see flrifto commute their Btnlnnfi-, I cannon

understand. Instead, 1 consider thaiihe, tnt-ir last Judge on this earth, will
!>.. hurling th«*m Into eternity with
death-bed i'-pentenee, and some of the
ministers of the Gospel saying, amen!
while they are supposed to help keepthem heie and try to make bette* men
of them. Doubtless, Governor Mann is
a man of ability, character and sttor.gmind. Hut our kneecaps .,,will quiver

i weakness of the human flesh), «hc i
our best friends toll us to be careful
and listen to them. There are always
two sides to every question, which
should be weighed well.

Let nie picture my view of this case.
A premeditated battle pitched by an
armed court.something very unusual.
Suppose the court had killed the Al¬
iens, what then? l dare say they all
would have gone scot free, and an
inquest held over the Aliens, which
would have been the end of it. Think
of the animosity and old grudges which
may have been anchored in the heart.'
of the men of that* court who were
clothed with the mighty hand of the
law! Does a man always Ret justics
in courts? Do officers of the law gen¬
erally side with the criminal or the
court? Reciprocity Is a sparkling
gem in the eyes of men in the same
class. I still wish that the Omnipo¬
tent hand may restrain and save the
Aliens as it did Isaac and Daniel.

A SUBSCRIBER.
South Hill, Va.

Tin* Day They Celebrate.
To the Editor of The Times-Dispatch;
Sir,.The colored people are celebrat¬

ing the wrong day as Emancipation
Day. They are celebrating the 3d day
of April, but the 9th of April Is the
correct day, as General Lee surrend¬
ered on that day. Richmond fell on tho
3d, but we were not free that day, and
would like for them to celebrate the
right day and take the right day.

THOMAS SMITH.
Richmond.
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savings,
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